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LETTER FROM THE 2017 BOARD CHAIR

Greetings, 

In 2017, we focused on adding volume to 

the voice of the limb loss community. We 

created new ways for people to share their 

stories and help open up opportunity for the 

nearly 2 million people living with limb loss 

in the United States. With renewed vision and 

focus, I’m looking forward to hearing more 

powerful, positive stories from those we serve.  

Support at Every Age

Our peer support programs offer connection, 

whether you are 10 or 90 years old. The Paddy 

Rossbach Youth Camp provides a unique, 

traditional camp experience for kids with limb 

loss or limb difference. Many of our campers 

return as counselors, sharing their hearts with 

the younger generation.

Dan Berschinski 

2017 Board Chair

Our Mission

To reach out to and empower people affected by limb loss to achieve their full 

potential through education, support and advocacy, and to promote limb loss 

prevention.   

Our Impact

We work to empower people to live the lives they choose by providing resources 

and community.
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We also provide support through our Certified 

Peer Visitor training and matching. With 

hundreds of visits logged every year, the 

experience is broad-reaching, professional and 

personal.  Becoming part of a support group 

is easier with our national calendar of groups 

and meetings. 

Impacting Policy

In 2017, our advocacy team launched 

AMPLIFY, enabling people to write directly to 

their insurers. This first-of-its-kind program 

redefined the conversation with insurers and 

helped people get the medical care they want 

and need. 

Resources and Reach

Given that our mission is to empower, the 

subtext includes reaching as many people as 

possible. With that in mind, we translated 

our materials into Spanish and increased 

distribution of our Your New Journey packet, 

personalized for people new to limb loss. 

Although I can’t comment on every project, 

I am very grateful to every donor, sponsor, 

member and volunteer whose generosity helps 

make our mission come to life. I know we 

make a difference, one person at a time. 

Dan Berschinski 

2017 Board Chair

Our National Limb Loss 
Resource Center has 

thousands of conversations 
with people every year, 

covering topics from what 
to expect about limb loss to 

questions about housing, 
employment and family life. 

Support means connecting 
with people who really 

understand your journey. 
From Certified Peer Visitors 

to the Paddy Rossbach 
Youth Camp, we help people 

shape their lives.

Advocacy is educating 
others so they understand 
the needs of people living 

with the effects of limb loss. 
From legislators on Capitol 

Hill to states, to insurers 
and individuals, we do it 

every day.
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Not Just Paper

In a world full of digital information, finding what is right 

for you can be challenging. Finding that information 

during a time of crisis or transition adds additional stress. 

Our professional National Limb Loss Resource Center 

staff tailors resources to fit your needs, responding to your 

unique questions and situation. 

Our staff constantly updates and adds new materials to 

our Web site and the printed resources they offer. As life 

changes, we make sure you have the information you 

need. 

Personalized Tools

Resources you can refer to help make your journey a little smoother.

“Seeing a real person who is thriving and 
who ‘doesn’t look like an amputee’ turns 
anxiety and fears into hopes and smiles.  I 
love to be a part of that transformation from 
lost in a black hole to confident person with 
limb loss.”~�Liz Zemke

IMPACT

84% of respondents 
said the overall impact 
of information/
resources received was 
positive.

81% of respondents 
reported the materials 
they received were 
useful. 

84% of respondents 
were satisfied with the 
materials they received.

4
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AMPLIFY

In 2017, the Amputee Coalition launched the AMPLIFY 

project. Born of the need to address growing challenges to 

getting needed medical devices and care, AMPLIFY brings 

reality to policy makers. 

In the first year, hundreds of people shared their story 

with legislators, insurers and their community. This surge 

was supported by training on communicating effectively 

and through publicizing the everyday stories that make a 

difference.
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Connection and Compassion

Our Certified Peer Visitors bring an amazing array of skills 

to each visit. Just as important, they bring their personal 

experience and passion for connection. 

Our peer visitor training encompasses best practices from 

CMS, SAMSHA and the Institute of Medicine to deliver a 

unique, professional and personal experience for everyone 

who requests a peer visit.

We start them well by matching people who request a peer 

visit to someone who reflects their experience.

Listening compassionately is at the heart of the visit, 

bolstered by customized resource materials that offer 

support for weeks and months to come.

6

IMPACT

93% of individuals 
who received a peer 
visit were satisfied with 
their experience.

It’s Personal

“When I do a peer visit, I go with the 
full intention of helping the person who 
requested a visit. As we talk and visit, I find 
myself listening and then giving helpful hints, 
encouragement, and knowledge that I learned 
over the years.... but as I leave, I often hear 
my own words echoing in my head and know 
I needed to hear those words myself that day. 
Sometimes we forget to be kind to ourselves 
with the challenges we face every day, even as 
a peer visitor.”~�LuAnn Kleemeyer
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Advocating

By collaborating with individuals and organizations, at 

grassroots and federal levels, and formally and informally, 

the Amputee Coalition has enhanced advocacy efforts 

across the nation. One of the more noted efforts was 

Hill Day 2017. On April 25 and 26, nearly 100 people 

gathered in Washington, D.C. to share their stories and 

educate their legislators about the needs of the limb loss 

community.  Their passion further sparked local activities, 

resulting in state-level insurance fairness activity and 

empowering the community to speak up and speak out. 

In addition to in-person training, hundreds of viewers 

participated in Webinar education on effectively sharing 

their story to influence policy, further expanding the 

Amputee Coalition’s impact and reach. Ensuring that 

people have the skills and confidence to get involved 

in policy discussion is the most powerful way that the 

Coalition can protect the rights of people living with limb 

loss and limb difference. 

Throughout the year, the Amputee Coalition beats the 

drum to ensure that policy and legislation that impacts the 

limb loss community is also influenced by the community. 

Nothing for us without us.

One Who Pleads the Cause of Another

		  7
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Making It Count

Peer Support 
Network

177 New Certified Peer Visitors

362 Limb Loss Support Groups 

889 Active Certified Peer Visitors

1,043 Certified Peer Visits 
Reported

Advocacy

 Founding member of 
Partners for Better Care

Partner with AOPA, O&P Alliance, 
Independence Through Enhancement 

of Medicare/Medicaid (ITEM) Coalition, 
Coalition to Preserve Rehab (CPR)

Disability Research and Rehabilitation 
Coalition (DRRC), Consortium for Citizens 

with Disabilities (CCD), National Health 
Council (NHC)

Introduction of the LCD Clarification Act 
in House and Senate

Introduced insurance fairness legislation 
in 4 states

National 
Limb Loss 
Resource Center

6,504 people served

18,740 resources disseminated 
through center

85% of individuals were satisfied 
overall with their interactions with a 
resource specialist

Reaching Out

133 children with limb 
loss attended Youth 
Camp

1,245 attended 
National Conference in Louisville, 
Kentucky 

593 attendees at Limb Loss Education 
Days

123,600+ Facebook friends

3,795 Insurance Guides 
15,465 First Steps 
9,975 Pain Brochures 
4,670 Your New Journey packets mailed

Volume 7First StepA GUIDE FOR ADAPTING TO LIMB LOSS
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Financials

Statement of Activities
Support and Other Revenue
Donations & Sponsorships	 $641,662
Grants Receipts	 2,618,470
Publication Advertising	  187,306
Memberships	 77,375
National Conference	 190,205
Sales of Educational Material & Other	 326,422
Total Support and Other Revenue	 $4,041,440

Expenses
Program Services	 $2,433,517
Management & General	 652,182
Fundraising	 245,148
Total Expenses	 $3,330,847

Statement of Financial Position
Assets
Cash & Equivalents	 $2,052,613
Investments	 576,759
Accounts Receivable	 25,514
Contributions Receivable	 174,337
Grants Receivable	 126,161
Other Current Assets	 139,880
Fixed Assets	 166,265
Total Assets	 $3,261,529

Liabilities
Accounts Payable & Accrued Liabilities	 $177,707
Total Liabilities	 $177,707

Net Assets
Unrestricted Net Assets	 $2,202,571
Temporarily Restricted Net Assets	 881,251
Total Net Assets	 $3,083,822

Total Liabilities & Net Assets	 $3,261,529

Support & Other Revenue

Grants Receipts
64%

Donations &
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73%

Fundraising
7%
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Expenses

Being able to serve people living with limb loss and limb difference rests on solid financial 
health, which we achieve by following three principles. 

1.		We prioritize programs we believe will provide the support we promise in our mission, and 
then we assess them by asking participants what worked well for them. 

2.		We test new ways to serve and amplify the voice of the community, starting small and 
expanding if we are successful. 

3.		We are conservative with our expenses and long-term commitments to ensure that our core 
programs are always strong and able to deliver on our mission.
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Thank You to Our 2017 Donors

$10,000 +

Cincinnati Dreams Come True*

Endolite North America, Ltd.

Hanger Clinic

Össur Americas, Inc.

Ottobock Healthcare, Inc.*

Lauretta K. Peters and Richard 
R. Peters Charitable Foundation

The Portmann Family 
Charitable Fund National 
Philanthropic Trust

Marilyn M. Simpson Charitable 
Lead Trust

$5,000–$9,999 

American Board for 
Certification in Orthotics, 
Prosthetics & Pedorthics, Inc.*

Children’s Charities 
Foundation*

George Gondo

Dan Ignaszewski*

Kenney Orthopedics

Local Independent Charities

Frank May

Optimus Prosthetics*

Thomas Veldman*

$1,000–$4,999

Anonymous Donations

Robert Arbogast*

Ryan Arbogast

Backwater Fins

Dan Berschinski

Elizabeth Bluhm

Susan Buckley*

Burlington Masonic Temple*

Jeffrey Cain

Arlene Carpenter*

Catalyst Air Management

Thomas Coakley

Stephen Cobb

Currier Golf League

Del Bianco Prosthetics & 
Orthotics

Richard Doerr*

Michael Elkins*

Terry Feeney

Laura Ferrigno*

Anthony Filippis

Sandra Fletchall

Mirian Frieden

Friends at North Coast 
Container

Patricia Grabow*

Robert Hall

Karen Hasty*

April Hessler*

Traci Hoover*

Human Technology Prosthetics 
and Orthotics

Innovative Prosthetics

Gigi Jensen*

Steve Kalscheur

Jennifer Keaveney

John M. Kenney

John Kliewe

Larry Landis

Karen Lewis*

Louisville Visitors & 
Convention Commission

Karen Lundquist*

Donald MacInnes*

Seth McLaughlin

Kathy Miller

Susan Paris*

Pilot Travel Centers LLC

Michaela Rawsthorn*

Dustin Richard*

Jack and Laurie Richmond*

Matthew Rodery*

Matt Rohr*

David Sanders

Scheck & Siress O&P, Inc.

Erica Shannon*

Melissa Shaw*

Niketa Sheth

Paul & Anne Smiy

Frank Snell

Dennis Strickland

Matt Swiggum

Gayle Szymanski*

Thundering Angels MC

Emily Todd*

Trulife

Anita Veldman*

Christine Weston*

Tim Winslett

$500–$999

Joseph Armstrong*

Lori Barr

Doris Beardsley

*Indicates camp donor

Because of people like you, we can say YES to the people we serve.
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*Indicates camp donor

Thank You to Our 2017 Donors
James Beardsley

Ray Blankenship

Jodie Bowen

Andrea Crunkhorn, DPT

Susan Daly

Lauren Dietze

Valerie Egan*

Carole Folta

Get Your Limb On Support 
Group*

Emily Gill

Wendy Gutterson

Denise Hoffmann*

Donald Holmes

Sunghan Jin*

Donna Knudtson*

Jerald Korn

Allison Ledford

Alisa Marcal*

John Matsuura*

Cheryl McElroy*

Nancy McMullen

Carol Miller

Laurie Rauco

Nirav Shah

Southwest Airlines New Hire 
Pilot Class 2017-18

Robert Tillges

Thomas and Blandine Van de 
Velde

Mark Van Kampen

Jim Von Normann

Don & Zelma Waggoner 
Foundation

Mobility Works

Carley Zimmerman

$100–$499

Barbara Abrams

Nick & Marcia Albanese

Amazon Smile

Edwin & Brenda Anderson

Andrew, Carter & Reed, Ltd.

Angelo Aras

Jennifer Aspden

Laszlo Babos

Ron Bachman

Ryan Bahr*

Andrew Bailey

Karen Baldridge

William Beiswenger*

Dave Bell*

Richard Belongia

Dianne Bengel

Allie Bergeron

Douglas & Sandra Bergeron

Mary Bielozer

Melvin Blaquiere

Robert Bliss

Roxanne Bobb-Semple*

Susan Bocchieri-Mock

Yannick Boeck-Chenevier

Keith Boozel

Sonya Bowen*

Brent Brady

Susanna Bramlett

Deborah Brandt*

Diane Bray

Pamela Brewster

Robert Brown*

John Bruner*

Christopher Burns

Ann Caires

Marita Carozza*

Robert Carr*

Eileen Casey

Richard Castro*

Arnold Chen

Karen Chu

Diane Cimino*

Richard L. Cole, Jr.

Bobby Coles*

Nancy Combs

Con-Tech International, Inc.

Conestoga Girls Varsity Ice 
Hockey Club

Dennis Cotter*

Colleen Coulter, PT, DPT, PhD, 
PCS

Kathleen & Kevin Cunningham

Jesse Curtis

Lorraine Dacko

Charles Dankmeyer*

Mary Elise Dedicke

Timothy Dedman

Laura Deluc

Scott DeMars

Evelyn DeRusha

Bradford Deudne

Tom Deupree*

Maria A. Diaz-Stanchi

Thomas DiBello*

John Dombo

Kim Doolan*

Cheryl Douglass

Mark Driscoll

Martha Echols

Kathleen Eigel

Dallas & Patricia Eltz

Alyce Engstrom
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*Indicates camp donor

John Erb

Sharon Evans

Christopher Fairman*

John Farley*

Giuliana Farris*

Margaret Feeney

Patricia Feith

Dale Feste

Ed Finnegan*

Patricia Fitzgerald

Karen Fitzpatrick*

Linda Fogle

Fred’s Legs, Inc.

Barry Frey

Danielle Fuller*

David Fuller

Michael Galloway

Carmen Garcia

Lindsay Garrity*

Peter A. Geffen

David Gerdes

Andrea Gilbert

Ryan Gleeson*

Carol Golden

Paul Goldstein

Barbara Gordon

Paul Gosiewski

Judy Goude*

Carey Griffin

Clarence Haas

Joseph Haas

Barbara Haefke

Michael Hall

Don Hardin*

Chuck Hardy

Terence Harkin

William Harrington

Heather Harris*

Daniel Harshbarger

Herbert Hartman

Paul Hatfield

Cheryl Hawk

Leslie Henry

Karen Higgins

Anthony Hoffmann

Christa Holman

Amy Hopkins*

Chris Husha

Matthew Ivkovich

Denise Janes

Adam Jed

Robert Jeffers*

Kelly Jelenchick

Michael & Jennifer Jimison

Kenneth Jobe*

Keith Johnson

Robert & Rebecca Johnson

Benjamin Jones*

Daniel Jones*

Stephen Kaestle

Kenneth Kimes

Eva Klein

Roger & Sandy Kling*

Herbert Kolodny

Stephen Krisko*

Lauren Kuhl

Michelle Kuhl

Chrys Labros

Abby Langdon*

Nick LaRaia

Tyler Lee

Mark Lesek

William Lester*

Susan Licata

Martina Lopez

LORD Corporation

Libby Louwagie*

Delbert Lubbers

Marlene Maige

Carol & Joe Marcal*

Catherine Marinoff*

Russell Marse

J.P. Mascaro & Sons

Chris Matza

Jean McGrady

Robert McGrew

Darlene Meadows

Michael Menz*

Glenn Meurer

Dale Miller*

William Miller*

Dean Millman

Troy Miranda*

Misericordia University PT 
Dept

Laura Mitchell*

Monroe Moose Lodge

Cathy & Gordon Montano

Moving Forward Limb Loss 
Support Group*

George Moyer

Baerbel A.E. Munson

Michelle Munzer

Burt Murray

John Naft*

Peggy Nance*

Joseph Napolitano*

Joanne Neff*

Ann Nelson

Thank You to Our 2017 Donors
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Thank You to Our 2017 Donors
Joy Nelson

Mildred Noeth

Sally Nucero

Molly Null*

Argal Oberquell*

Paul O’Keefe

Rita O’Keefe

Mary O’Neill

Dorothy Oritz*

Tonya Osborne-Simpson*

Tim Ozmun

Max Parker

Terri Patterson*

Elisa Peacock*

Joseph Pedicone

Pegeen Lodge

Anne Pelosof*

John Peters*

Margaret Pfaff*

Butch Plotner*

Alisha Pollastri*

Randal Porter

Anthony Potter*

Richard Potvin

Murray Purcell

Peter Purdy

Kevin Ramos*

Shawn Redmond

Mark Reed*

Carol Rees

Teresa Regard*

John Reynolds*

Lorraine Riche

Pam Ristau

Sally Ritchey*

Grant Robbennolt

Pamela Roberts

Reed Robinson

Melody Rodger

Trish Roman

Charlie Rose*

Paddy Rossbach*

Royal Caribbean Cruises LTD

Reena Rughani*

Debra Ryan

Don Rypma*

Holly Sale

Keifford Samsel

Ron Sanders*

Howard Sands

Yoshiko Santell

Brett Saunders*

Patricia Schmidt

Joseph Schonthal

Laura Schwartz

SeaStar Solutions

Seatow Crystal River

Chuck Secord

Pamela Seifert

Rebecca Serbin

John Showalter*

Ken Sieperman

Paul Simone*

Mark Sjoquist

Maureen Smart*

Roger Smith

William Phillip Spears

Timothy Spencer*

St. Luke Parish*

Pamela Stahl

James Stanley*

Charlie Steele

Tom Stone*

Kathy Sundmark

Christine Syvuk

Philip Tamoush

Alphonse Tetreault

L.A. Thomas*

Walter Thornton

Dominic Torres

Danielle Turer

U.S. Bankruptcy Court – 
Northern District of Illinois

David Vanharlinger

David Veit

George Vollmuth*

Bill Wages*

Barry Wallace

Otis Webb

Rob Wehr

Richard Welch*

Charles Werner

Sherry West

Ashlie White*

Rebecca Whitmore*

Kandice Wilcox*

Linc Williams*

Robert Williamson

Susan Williamson

Sandi Wilson*

Stacey Winter

Robert Witkowski

Jana Liebl Witney

John Witney

Maria Esther Zamora

Debora Zimmer

Joan Zinter*

*Indicates camp donor
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Special Thanks to Our 2017 National Sponsors

Gold – $25,000Platinum – $35,000

Bronze – $7,000 

Silver – $15,000
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Administration for Community Living (ACL)

AdvaMed

American Academy of Orthotists and Prosthetists 
(AAOP)

American Association on Health and Disability 
(AAHD)

American Congress of Rehabilitation Medicine

American Diabetes Association

American Orthotic and Prosthetic Association 
(AOPA)

Association of University Centers on Disability 
(AUCD)

Bader Consortium

Cardiovascular Coalition Centers for Medicare 
Services (CMS)

Challenged Athletes Foundation (CAF)

Coalition to Preserve Rehab (CPR)

College of American Pathologists

Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities (CCD)

Department of Defense (DOD)

Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

Department of Labor (DOL)

Disability & Rehabilitation Research Coalition 
(DRRC)

Duke University

Friends of CDC

Hanger Clinic

HealthSouth

Independence Through Enhancement of 
Medicare/Medicaid Coalition (ITEM)

Johns Hopkins University

National Association for the Advancement of 
Orthotics & Prosthetics (NAAOP)

National Center for Medical Rehabilitation 
Research (NCMRR)

National Council on Independent Living (NCIL)

National Health Council

Orthotic and Prosthetic Activities Foundation 
(OPAF)

Össur*

Partners for Better Care (PBC)

Sepsis Alliance 

Transportation Security Administration (TSA)

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, 
Office of Minority Health

U.S. Paralympics

Veterans Administration (VA)

Wound Care Stakeholders Alliance

Strategic Partners

Dan Berschinski, Chair

Jack Richmond, Immediate Past Chair

David S. Sanders, JD, Secretary

John “Mo” Kenney, CPO, FAAOP, Vice-Chair

Tom Coakley, Treasurer

Jeffrey J. Cain, MD

Brandon Dale, CPO

Seth McLaughlin

Lorraine Riche, PT

Matthew Swiggum

Terrence P. Sheehan, MD, Director of 
Medical Affairs

Partners and Leadership

Board of Directors

*Indicates National Sponsor



Your support helps change lives.

Thank you for believing in our mission 

and making it a reality 

for people across the United States.

Learn more about making a contribution and 

getting involved in amplifying the limb loss 

community’s needs. 

amputee-coalition.org 
888.267.5669

9303 Center St., Suite 100 

Manassas, VA 20110 

Phone: 703.330.1699 

Fax: 703.330.1688

900 East Hill Ave., Suite 390 

Knoxville, TN 37915 

Phone: 865.524.8772 

Fax: 865.525.7917

National Limb Loss Resource Center
Phone: 888.267.5669

visit us at
amputee-coalition.org


